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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 24 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Claims 24 claims substantially the exact subject matter as Its dependent claim 15 
with no further limitation there-in incorporated. 

2. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place 
the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent 
form. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jerome Carter ("US 2002/0150262 A1") and James P. Burgess ("US 
6,617,975 B1"). 
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Re claim 1 , Carter discloses a sound processing system for use in an 
automotive vehicle of the type which includes at least one door r fia1'2 l, said 
processing system comprising: 

at least one sound sensor coupled to said vehicle 
for receiving sound external to said vehicle ( ^' page 1 [0014] 
line l-3;Fig. 1/20, page 2 [0015] line 1-4 " ) ; and a sound 
processor coupled to said at least one sound sensor for 
comparing said sound signals to first and second 
predetermined sets of characteristics corresponding 
respectively to first and second categories of sound (^^ page 
2 [0014] line 1-6; page 2 [0017] line 5-8; page 2 [0021] line 
2 -5 -predetermined sound characteristics is compared " ) , 
Carter fail to disclose the at-least one door-lock in the 
vehicle . 

However, Burgess discloses a keyless entry system for the 
owner of a vehicle in which there are at-least one door- 
lock {'' col.l line 16-17;col.3 line 19-20 ") for the purpose 
of denying access to unauthorized individuals to the 
vehicles . 
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Thus taking the combined teaching of Carter and Burgess as 
a whole, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the at least one -door lock 
in Carter for the purpose of denying access to unauthorized 
individuals to the vehicles as taught by Burgess. 

Re claim 2, a sound processing system according to 
claim 1 wherein said at least one sound sensor is a 
microphone ( ^' Carter, fig. 1/20; page 2 [0014] line 1-3 " ) . 



Re claim 3, a sound processing system according to 
claim 2 further comprising a user input coupled to said 
sound processor and located substantially on said vehicle's 
exterior for activating said sound processor when said 
vehicle is not occupied ("^ Burgess, fig. 1/30 and fig. 2 (112- 
keypad, 114 -processor ); col. 1 line 30-32; col. 4 line 4-6 " ) . 

Re claim 4, a sound processing system according to 
claim 3 wherein said sound processor is activated for a 
predefined time period ( " Burgess^ col . 3 line 56-63; col. 5 
line 20-23 -unlock and then relock denotes predefined time 



period " ) 
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Re claim 5, a sound processing system according to 
claim 4 wherein said external sound comprises a vehicle 
access code ( ^^ Burgess, fig. 2/112; fig. 5; col. 2 line 12-18 " ) . 

Re claim 6, a sound processing system according to 
claim 5 wherein said second set of predetermined 
characteristics correspond to a correct vehicle access code 
{''^ Burgess, col. 5 line 33 -3 5 -recognizes code denotes which 
was predetermined'' ) • 

Re claim 1, a sound processing system according to 
claim 4 wherein said external sound comprises an emergency 
traffic alert (^^ Carter, page 1[0013] line 8-9 "). 

Re claim 8, a sound processing system according to 
claim 7 wherein said first set of predetermined 
characteristics correspond to an emergency traffic alert 
{'' Carter, page 2 [0017] line 5-8; page 1[0013] line 8-9; 
fig. 2/201 " . 
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Re claim 9, a sound processing system according to • 
claim 8 wherein said emergency traffic alert is a siren 
{ '' Carter, page 1[0013] line 8-9 " ) . 

Re claim 10, a sound processing system according to 
claim 6 wherein said user input comprises at least one door 
handle ( ^' Burgess, col . 1 line 30; col, 2 line 50-53;col.5 line 
29-35-sensor may be incorporated in other parts of vehicle 
to power up/wake up signal " ) . 

Re claim 11, a sound processing system according to 
claim 10 further comprising a feedback generator for 
providing a user recognizable response {'' Carter, fig. 1/35; 
page 2 [0018] line 1-3; page 2 [0019] line 1-7 ") when at 
least a part of said access code is recognized by said 
processor { '^ JBurgess^ col . 3 line 46-50, fig. 40-user code first 
entered to be recognized by processor " ) . 

Re claim 12, a sound processing system according to 
claim 11 wherein said feedback generator comprises a 
display { " Carter, page 3 [0024] line 5-6 " ) . 
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Re claim 13, a sound processing system according to 
claim 11 wherein said feedback generator comprises a light- 
emitting diode ( Carter, page 3 [0024] line 6 ") . 



Re claim 14, a sound processing system according to 
claim 11 wherein said feedback generator comprises a sound 
generator ( '^ Carter, fig. 1/ (40 , 45) ; page 2 [0019] line 1-7 " ) ; , 



Re claim 15, a sound processing system according to 
claim 8, the at least one microphone comprises at least a 
first microphone located proximate a front end of said 
vehicle and at least a second microphone located proximate 
a back end of said vehicle (" Carter, Page 2 [0014] line 1-8- 
microphones at different locations of vehicles to detect 
different sounds" ) • 



Re claim 16, a sound processing system for use on an 
automotive vehicle of the type which includes at least one 
door a door handle, said system comprising (" fig. 1-2 " ) : at 
least one sound sensor coupled to the exterior of said 
vehicle for receiving an external sound ( " page 1 [0014] line 
1-3 ; Fig. 1/20, page 2 [0015] line 1-4 " ) ; an alert generator 
for notifying an occupant of said vehicle when said 
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external sound is an emergency signal ( " fig. 1/ (40, 45j ; page 
2 [0019] line 1-9 " ) ; a door control module coupled to said 
door- lock for unlocking said door; and a sound processor 
coupled to receive said external sound and coupled to said 
vehicle occupancy sensor ( '' page 2 [0017] line 1-8 " ), However, 
carter fail to disclose the at- least one door- lock in the 
vehicle . 

However, Burgess discloses a. keyless entry system for 
the owner of a vehicle in which there are at- least one 
door- lock {'' col.l line 16-17 ; col. 3 line 19-20 ") for the 
purpose of denying access to unauthorized individuals to 
the vehicles. Thus taking the combined teaching of Carter 
and Burgess as a whole, it would have been obvious for one 
of the ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the at 
least one-door lock in Carter for the purpose of denying 
access to unauthorized individuals to the vehicles as 
taught by Burgess . 

a vehicle occupancy sensor for indicating when said vehicle 
is occupied ('''' Burgess, col. 4 line 34-36- (door unlock, engine 
start) '' ) ; ; said alert generator ( '' Carter, fig- 1/(40, 45) " ) , 
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and said door control module for comparing said sound to a 
first set of characteristics if said vehicle is occupied 
(^^ Carter, page 2 [0014] line l-6;page 2 [0017] line 5-8; page 
2 [0021] line 2-5") and to a second set of characteristics 
if said vehicle is unoccupied ( '' Burgess^ col . 3 line 46-49 "), 
said sound processor for activating said alert generator if 
said vehicle is occupied and said sound substantially 
matches said first set ("^ carter, col. 1 [0013] line 5-8; col. 2 
[0020] line 9-12 " ) and for activating said door control 
module if said sound substantially matches said second set 
and the vehicle is unoccupied (""^ Burgess, col. 2 line 50-55; 
col. 5 line 53-59-voice actuating to activate processor to 
be preprogrammed/ prevent false activation denotes sound 
has to substantially matctied second set " ) . 

Re claim 17, has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 2 respectively. 

Re claims 18,22-23, have been analyzed and rejected 
with respect to claim 10-12 respectively. 

Re claims 19-20, have been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 4-5 respectively. 
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Re claim 21, has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 8 respectively. 

Re claim 24, has been analyzed and rejected with 
respect to claim 15 respectively. 

Re claim 25, a method for providing and for alerting 
an occupant of said vehicle of an external emergency sound, 
( ^^ fig. 1-2 " ) , said method comprising: receiving an external 
sound ( '' page 1[0014] line 1-3 ; Fig. 1/20 , page 2 [0015] line 1- 
4"); Carter fail to disclose a Keyless entry to an 
automotive vehicle . 

However, Burgess discloses a keyless entry system for 
the owner of a vehicle in which there are at -least one 
door- lock and door access mechanism {^^ col.l line 16- 
17; col, 3 line 19-20 " ) for the purpose of denying access to 
unauthorized individuals to the vehicles. Thus taking the 
combined teaching of Carter and Burgess as a whole, it 
would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the at least one -door lock in Carter 
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for the purpose of denying access to unauthorized 
individuals to the vehicles as taught by Burgess. 



determining if said vehicle is occupied ( ^^ Burgess, col . 4 
line 34-36- (door unlock, engine start)'' ) ; comparing said 
sound with a first and second sets of characteristics, said 
first set corresponding to an emergency sound ( ^'Carter , page 
2 [0014] line l-6;page 2 [0017] line 5-8; page 2 [0021] line 
2-5") and said second set corresponding to an audible 
access code {""^ Burgess, col. 2 line 50-55-voice activate the 
wake-up signal to enable access code "); generating a user 
recognizable alert if said sound substantially matches said 
first set {'' carter, col. 1 [0013] line 5-8; col. 2 [0020] line 
9-12 " ) ; and unlocking said door if said sound substantially 
matches said second set ( '' Burgess, col. 1 line 27-32;col.4 
line 20-25 ") . 

Re claim 26, a method according to claim 25 wherein 
said user recognizable alert is a visual alert ( '^ Carter, 
col. 3 line 5") . 
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Re claim 27, the modified disclosure of Carter and 
Burgess teach the method according to claim 25 as a whole, 
However, the recently modified of Carter and Burgess fail 
to teach the further comprising generating a system 
activation signal before said comparing. However Burgess 
teaches the further comprising generating a system 
activation signal before said comparing Burgess, col . 2 line 
50-52 ; col . 5 line 29-33 ") for the purpose of providing a 
wake-up function signals, thus it would have been obvious 
for one skill in the ordinary art to incorporate the 
feature of comprising generating a system activation signal 
before said comparing in Carter for the purpose of 
providing a wake-up function signals as taught by Burgess. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Lutter et al.("US 6,778,073 B2") discloses a vehicle audio system with 
external sensor for detecting objects located outside of the vehicles and further 
with processor for generating predetermined warning signals based on the 
particular warning sensors. 
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Lee et al.("US 6,639,512 B1") discloses a vehicle equipped with external 
detectors/sensors, which served to warn of motions in the vicinity of the vehicle. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2222. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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